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This year, the BMI brought that mission to life 
in powerful new ways. Our landmark initiative, 
Echoes from the Key Bridge, captured the 
resilience of Baltimore’s workforce in the face 
of tragedy, documenting the human stories 
behind the collapse of the Francis Scott 
Key Bridge. Through oral histories, public 
programs, and collaborations with community 
partners, the project engaged diverse voices 
in a conversation about tragedy and recovery, 
the Port of Baltimore, and the city’s evolving 
industrial landscape.

Beyond this project, the BMI launched dynamic 
programs and exhibitions that explored 
the intersection of work and society. We 
activated our campus with hands-on learning 

BALTIMORE is a city shaped by the work of dreamers, 
builders, and doers—people who have 
faced challenges head-on and turned 
them into opportunities.

THE BALTIMORE MUSEUM OF INDUSTRY celebrates this legacy, preserving the 
stories of Baltimore’s industrial past while sparking conversations about the 
future of work and innovation.

experiences, welcomed thousands of visitors 
to explore our exhibitions, and inspired 
students to imagine their own futures through 
innovative educational programs.

As Baltimore navigates a moment of trans-
formation, the BMI remains a vital community 
hub—preserving history, fostering dialogue, 
and promoting resilience. Thanks to the 
generous support of our donors, we continue to 
serve as a platform for celebrating Baltimore’s 
stories and envisioning a more sustainable 
and equitable future.

Together, we honor the past, engage the 
present, and inspire the future of work in 
Baltimore and beyond.



ECHOES FROM
THE KEY BRIDGE

A multi-year initiative dedicated to 
documenting and preserving the 
stories surrounding the collapse of 
the Francis Scott Key Bridge. 

Through oral histories and video interviews, Echoes 
from the Key Bridge captures the firsthand experiences 
of workers, families, and community members directly 
impacted by this tragic event. These narratives form a 
compelling archive that highlights both the resilience 
of Baltimore’s workforce and the long-reaching effects 
of industrial disasters on local communities.

The initiative not only preserves a pivotal moment in 
Baltimore’s history but also underscores the BMI’s role 
as a vital resource for understanding and addressing 
the challenges facing our city.

Echoes from the Key Bridge is supported by Ports 
America Chesapeake and STA of Baltimore Charitable 
Legacy, Inc., the Baltimore Community Foundation (BCF), 
the Baltimore National Heritage Area, the Delaplaine 
Foundation, and Maryland Humanities.
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In 2024, the BMI reaffirmed its commitment to 
eliminating the barriers that prevent schools from 
visiting, by offering reduced or free admission to 
more than 2,500 students attending Title 1 schools 
in Maryland. Thanks to support from funders such as 
the Rotary Club of Baltimore, the Remmel Foundation, 
the Jacob Lowenthal Residue Trust, The Kahlert 
Foundation, the Joseph & Harvey Meyerhoff Family 
Charitable Foundation, and the Sherman Family 
Foundation, we are empowered to meet the increasing 
requests for admission subsidies.

Being able to offer reduced admission has a big 
impact on students who would otherwise not be able 
to benefit from the valuable education enrichment 
BMI programs offer. 

 
 
 

SCHOOL PROGRAMS TOMORROW’S INNOVATORS

—Michael Hinkey and Kathryn Benson 
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“In December, Chase Elementary School 
third-grade students had the pleasure 
of attending a field trip at the Baltimore 
Museum of Industry. We could only make 
this happen because of the grant received 
(that provided reduced admission). The 
field trip offered students the opportunity 
to learn in a hands-on manner. This field 
trip enhanced their understanding, and the 
students had a great experience. Students 
could connect with the real world, making 
their education more meaningful. Students 
have stated that this visit was the best field 
trip they have ever been on!” 

— Irene Check, 3rd grade teacher,
Chase Elementary School



In May, we debuted Collective Action: Labor Activism 
in 21st Century Baltimore, an exhibition spotlighting 
the voices of workers who have organized for better 
workplace conditions. This timely exhibit delves into 
the past and present of Baltimore’s labor movement, 
sharing powerful stories of activism and resilience. 
From unionized tech workers to retail employees and 
service industry staff, Collective Action highlights how 
a new generation of Baltimoreans is shaping the future 
of work and continuing the fight for labor rights.

Collective Action was made possible with support 
from Abato, Rubenstein, and Abato, P.A.; International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Local Union 24; 
KSC Law; and Robert J. Patterson*

Maryland Secretary of Labor 
Portia Y. Wu offered remarks.  
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The 2024 Redefining Industry event honored local 
visionaries from diverse industries, highlighting their 
innovative contributions to the economy and social 
vibrancy of the city. 

With live music and inspiring Stoop Storytelling 
performances, the event also raised crucial funds to 
support the museum’s programs and exhibitions. Thank 
you to all who joined us in recognizing these exceptional 
honorees and their impact on Baltimore’s dynamic 
industrial landscape.

 

REDEFINING
...Being a part of the Baltimore 
Museum of Industry’s Redefining 
Industry event was truly an honor. 
We left feeling inspired and connected 
to both the past + the future of the 
wonderful city of Baltimore.

—  Caroline Kauffman-Kirschnick, 
CEO, EMR, 2024 Honoree

Do you ever have those moments where you just 
know you’re in the right place at the right time 
and the stars have aligned? Us too!

INDUSTRY
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CAMPUS
ACTIVATION
In 2024, the BMI’s campus buzzed with energy as we 
welcomed visitors to a variety of vibrant programs 
and events. From beloved traditions like our 
Independence Day celebration to new collaborations 
that highlighted Baltimore’s creative spirit, the 
museum continued to serve as a hub of learning and 
connection.

We partnered with BLK ASS FLEA MKT to present 
Rhythm Liberation Fest, in celebration of Juneteenth. 
This joyful event honored Black music, culture, and 
entrepreneurship, bringing together over 50 Black-
owned businesses, live performances by artists Akilah 
Divine, Love Groove, and Black Assets, and activities 
for visitors of all ages. The campus came alive with 
the sounds of music, dancing, and celebration—a 
powerful reminder of the strength and creativity that 
define our community.
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INDUSTRYSOCIAL 
CLUB

THE

A MONTHLY HAPPY HOUR HIGHLIGHTING BALTIMORE’S MOVERS & SHAKERS

We were thrilled to launch Industry Social Club, a 
dynamic new monthly after-hours program designed 
for professionals, creatives, and influencers to network 
and explore contemporary industry trends. 

The inaugural event in August focused on Baltimore’s 
thriving tech and innovation sector, featuring a panel 
of local thought leaders discussing the city’s role as a 
designated U.S. tech hub. With interactive discussions, 
engaging workshops, and opportunities for meaningful 
connection, the series continues to bring together 
diverse voices to foster collaboration and inspiration. 

Industry Social Club is made possible 
thanks to our Presenting Sponsor, PNC.

INAUGURAL 
EVENT
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Labor + Innovation: Bishme Cromartie
We debuted Forging Progress: Civil Rights’ Impact on 
Labor and Industry in Baltimore, a new museum tour that 
explores the contributions of Baltimore’s Black innovators, 
businesses, and workers. Through museum exhibitions and 
displays, visitors encounter Black leaders such as John 
Henry Murphy, Sr., founder of the Afro American newspaper, 
and Henry Parks, who built Parks Sausage–the first Black-
owned company to be publicly traded. The tour highlights 
how Black workers and entrepreneurs have succeeded in a 
city where opportunities and access have not been equally 
distributed. 

In October, we were thrilled to kick off our Labor + 
Innovation series when Bishme Cromartie, winner of 
Project Runway Season 20, joined us for a candid and 
inspiring conversation at the intersection of work and 
art. A Baltimore native, Bishme dazzled our guests with 
his graciousness and accessibility, engaging with our 
members during a VIP meet-and-greet before the event. 

Known for dressing celebrities like Lizzo, Niecy Nash, 
and Andra Day, Bishme shared his mission as a Black 
designer to encourage self-expression, advocate for 
representation, and break barriers for people of color 
in fashion. Moderated by Cara Ober of BmoreArt, the 
evening was a powerful reminder of the impact of art and 
work in shaping a more equitable future.

Bishme Cromartie, 
winner of Project Runway Season 20
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